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HCI IN PALESTINE: 
CURRENT AFFAIRS

Occupied by Israel since June 1967, the West 
Bank - including East Jerusalem- and the Gaza 
Strip have come to constitute the occupied 
Palestinian territory. 

Israel’s illegal occupation of Palestine has led to severe 
consequences for the approximately 2.3 million people residing 
there. The ongoing expansion of Israeli settlements in the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem complicates the situation, infringing 
upon Palestinian rights and impeding a potential two-state 
solution. UN Security Council resolutions 242 and 338 call for 
Israel’s withdrawal from the occupied territories. Palestinians 

continue to face significant human rights violations, including 
displacement, arbitrary arrests, and limited access to essential 
services in Gaza and marginalized West Bank communities. 

In the most recent events, Israel has dropped approximately 
6,000 bombs on the Gaza Strip since the escalations that 
began on October 7, 2023. This relentless bombardment 
has resulted in an estimated 1.4 million people in Gaza being 
internally displaced, with around 629,000 seeking refuge in 
150 UN-designated emergency shelters. The situation is dire, 
with shortages of water, limited food supplies, and rapidly 
depleting medical resources. Furthermore, there is an urgent 
need for fuel to sustain humanitarian operations, but Israel 
continues to conduct airstrikes, exacerbating the crisis.

HCI OPERATION METHOD
HCI operates in Palestine through implementing partners (local NGOs). NGOs are 
required to submit reports on project activities and their demonstration of impact. 
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The blockade on Gaza, enforced by 
Israel and Egypt, severely impacts 
daily life, hampering reconstruction 
efforts and stifling economic 
development. 
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EMERGENCY RELIEF JENIN
EMERGENCY RELIEF
In a major Israeli military operation in July 
2023, within and around Jenin Refugee 
Camp and the worst of its kind in the West 
Bank since 2002, many lives were lost, and 
hundreds were injured.

Infrastructure, including roads, homes, vehicles, and public 
facilities, sustained significant damage. Critical water and 
electricity infrastructure was disrupted, leaving residents 
without essential services.

HCI’s Intervention
HCI’s multifaceted response is strategically directed towards 
three crucial components: the prevention of gender-based 
violence (GBV), sexual abuse and exploitation (SEA), child 
protection, and housing repair and reconstruction. In GBV 
prevention, the initiative aims to empower women at an 
elevated risk by providing safe spaces, awareness sessions, 
and recreational activities hosted at the camp’s UNRWA 
Women’s Programme Centre. These endeavours are 
designed to afford women comfort, safety, and support while 
accessing services geared toward harm mitigation. In the 
domain of child protection, the project entails the creation of 
child-friendly spaces, fostering psychosocial well-being and 
enhancing access to diverse activities such as talent-based 
pursuits, sports, storytelling, and life skills sessions. These 
gatherings involve the participation of parents, community-
based organizations, and a child protection expert, facilitating 
specialized interventions when required. Furthermore, 
the housing construction aspect of the initiative involves 
offering $800 cash subsidies to 50 households for repairing 
damaged shelters and allocating five substantial subsidies 
of $5,170 each to address severely damaged shelters. This 
holistic approach seeks to bolster displaced families’ housing 
security, addressing immediate and long-term needs.

HCI responded to the challenges experienced by residents 
of Jenin Governorate and Jenin Camp by delivering essential 
support. This assistance included the distribution of food kits 
and dignity kits to 619 of the most vulnerable families, with 
each family typically consisting of five members. This aid 
reached a total of 3,500 individuals.

$600,000
JULY 2023 - AUG 2023
AMOUNT INVESTED

DURATION

Impact On Beneficiaries
HCI’s prompt response in delivering food security and 
non-food assistance to the affected families in Jenin 
Governorate and Jenin Camp has had a significant 
and positive impact. By providing essential resources 
to the most vulnerable families, this aid has improved 
their overall well-being and offered a lifeline during a 
challenging period. The distribution of food and dignity 
kits not only addressed immediate needs but also 
brought a sense of security, dignity, and hope to the 
beneficiaries, enabling them to navigate the aftermath of 
the Israeli operation with greater resilience and stability.
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SUPPORT LIVES 
IN GAZA
Due to Palestinian-Israeli tension in East 
Jerusalem, particularly in the Sheikh Jarrah 
neighbourhood, Israel conducted airstrikes 
that resulted in the tragic loss of over 103 
lives, including 27 children and 11 women. 

Additionally, more than 580 individuals were injured as a 
result of these airstrikes. The devastating impact extended 
to the destruction of numerous residential and commercial 
buildings, leading to the displacement of thousands of people 
who were left without homes. This situation has created a 
significant humanitarian crisis and has raised concerns about 
the safety and well-being of the affected population.

HCI’s Intervention
PHASE 1: HCI delivered emergency food baskets and non-
food item (NFI) kits to 160 families, totalling approximately 
800 individuals, residing in Gaza and Jerusalem’s Sheikh 
Jarrah area. Each kit comprised essential items such as 
rice, oil, milk, diapers, sugar, salt, vegetables, fruits, 
shampoo, napkins, bread, tuna, sardines, cheese, halwa, 
and more. In addition, HCI extended its support by providing 
medical supplies to treat injured individuals in the region. 

PHASE 2: In response to the damages caused by the May 2021 
hostilities in the Gaza Strip, HCI renovated seven houses 
for seven families, benefiting approximately 35 individuals. 
The renovation efforts aimed to restore the homes that had 
been damaged during the conflict, providing a much-needed 
sense of stability and safety for the affected families.

Impact On Beneficiaries
The aid provided by HCI effectively addressed the immediate 
needs of affected families, fostering resilience during challenging 
circumstances. HCI’s commendable efforts included renovating 
seven houses, which offered shelter and provided families with a 
renewed sense of security and well-being. This support was vital 
in enabling these families to rebuild their lives after the conflict. 
Overall, HCI’s initiatives offered tangible support, stability, and a 
renewed sense of hope to individuals and communities affected 
by the conflict. These efforts empower people to recover from 
the devastating impact of the conflict and take positive steps 
toward a brighter and more promising future.

$120,000
MAY 2021 - JULY 2021
AMOUNT INVESTED

DURATION GAZA
EMERGENCY RELIEF

Following the Israeli bombardments of 
Gaza in August 2022, a tragic toll was taken 
on the Palestinian population. 

The attacks resulted in the loss of 44 Palestinian lives, 
including 15 children, and left 360 people severely wounded, 
with 151 of them being children. The situation in Gaza has been 
exacerbated by 15 years of blockades, leading to a rise in food 
insecurity, an overwhelmed and under-resourced healthcare 
system, homes being repeatedly damaged or destroyed, and 
severe inflation affecting access to fuel, particularly petrol. 
Hospitals desperately need medical supplies and secure fuel 
access to ensure their facilities’ continuous operation, even 
during peak emergency times. The humanitarian situation in 
Gaza remains dire and requires urgent attention and support.

HCI’s Intervention
A total of 126 families, or 756 individuals, benefited from 
the distribution of food vouchers. Additionally, 13 families, 
including 44 children, received cash vouchers. In the Gaza 
Strip, HCI delivered medical supplies to hospitals.

Impact On Beneficiaries
Nourishing meals and essential financial aid, paired with vital 
medical resources for hospitals, have sparked a remarkable 
uplift in the health and futures of those we serve. Nutrient-
rich food through vouchers has become a beacon of physical 
wellness and steadiness in challenging times. These vouchers 
have allowed families to cater to their unique necessities, 
easing monetary burdens and fostering enduring fortitude. 
Meanwhile, the influx of medical supplies in hospitals has 
revolutionized patient care, ensuring prompt and effective 
treatment for the injured. This assistance has been a catalyst 
for change, meeting immediate needs and empowering 
individuals and families to enhance their lives and well-being.

$149,025
AUG 2022 - JULY 2023
AMOUNT INVESTED

DURATION

126
Families Benefitted

Individuals Supported

for nourishing meals.

756
Food Vouchers
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HUNGER AND MALNUTRITION
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RAMADAN FAMILY 
& QURBANI 
DISTRIBUTION

HCI’s Ramadan Family Assistance and 
Qurbani distribution program aims to 
provide families living in poverty with 
food and fresh meat.  

The World Food Program (WFP) reveals a startling reality: 
over 68% of households in Gaza grapple with food insecurity, 
trapped in a cycle of inadequate food supplies and financial 
constraints. During Ramadan, HCI rises to meet the critical 
food needs of those vulnerable in Gaza and Al Quds. We’ve 
delivered food packages to 750 households, offering a 
lifeline to about 5,355 people. Each package brims with 
enough food to sustain a family for a month. Beyond this, 
HCI’s voucher-based food aid has touched 645 households, 
aiding roughly 3,225 souls. In Jerusalem (AlQuds), our efforts 
have reached 400 families, bringing hope and nourishment 
to approximately 2,550 individuals.

HCI also extended its warmth and generosity to the faithful at 
Al-Aqsa Mosque, serving 2,000 Iftar and 4,000 Suhoor meals. 
These heartening meals, featuring a main course of chicken or 
meat, were complemented with wholesome milk, sweet dates, 
fresh bread, and various fruits, nurturing both body and spirit. 

In the heart of the significant Muslim festival of Eid al-Adha, 
a time of sacrifice and sharing, numerous families in Gaza, 
hindered by financial limitations, find themselves unable 
to afford meat or partake in the ritual sacrifice. Stepping in 
with compassion, HCI has ensured that 51,900 individuals 
from 9,250 families across the Gaza Strip of Palestine can 
participate in the Eid-ul-Adha celebrations. Each family 
received 2 kg of fresh meat, enabling them to embrace this 
special occasion’s joy and religious essence together.

$450,701
2021 ,2022 ,2023
AMOUNT INVESTED

DURATION

Impact On Beneficiaries
Receiving a month’s supply of food baskets during Ramadan 
brought profound relief to families. Instantly, it banished 
hunger, guaranteeing ample and nutritious sustenance 
for the entire holy month. This access to a balanced diet 
bolstered their physical health, fueling active engagement 
in religious observances. This aid also lightened financial 
pressures, cutting expenses and freeing up resources for 
other critical needs. Beyond sustenance, these food baskets 
wove a tapestry of community and solidarity, strengthening 
bonds and unity through the shared experience of meals. 

The gift of fresh meat to impoverished families for Eid-ul-
Adha profoundly enhanced their well-being. This gesture 
enabled them to join in the celebrations with their loved 
ones, immersing themselves in community joy and nurturing 
a sense of belonging. Beyond uplifting spirits, the availability 
of fresh meat had a beneficial effect on their health. Rich 
in protein, iron, and vital nutrients, it forms a crucial part of 
a healthy diet. This intervention not only brought joy and 
togetherness but also ensured access to a nutritious food 
source, contributing significantly to the overall health and 
well-being of the beneficiaries.

750
Households benefitted

Food Packages
with enough food to sustain a family for a month.

5.355
People benefitted
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FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
AND SKILLS 
TRAINING
The occupied Palestinian territory 
(oPT) grapples with the world’s longest 
humanitarian ordeal, spanning over 54 
years. Marked by Israeli military occupation, 
the flouting of international norms, internal 
Palestinian rifts, and recurrent violence, this 
enduring crisis has plunged Palestinians 
into profound vulnerability. 

Struggling to meet basic needs and maintain dignity, an 
estimated 1.3 to 2 million Palestinians, or 26.3 to 36.7% of 
the population, confront moderate to severe food insecurity. 
The relentless cycle of conflict and calamities has steadily 
eroded the ability of fragile households to withstand the 
ongoing turmoil in the oPT. In Gaza, recent skirmishes have 

$408,153
ONGOING, ON PAUSE 
SINCE OCT 7, 
AMOUNT INVESTED

DURATION

2023 further exacerbated the situation, deepening vulnerabilities 
and escalating poverty, food scarcity, and joblessness. The 
2022 Humanitarian Needs Overview for oPT shows Gaza’s 
unemployment at a staggering 44.7% and poverty surging 
to 59.3%. Alarmingly, 60% of households in Gaza now 
face severe or moderate food insecurity. The situation has 
been aggravated by global market upheavals, notably the 
Ukraine crisis, which has disrupted supply chains and caused 
shortages, hiking wheat flour prices by 32%, vegetable oil by 
15%, and fuel by 10% in Palestine.
  

HCI’s Intervention
HCI is launching a vital initiative, delivering electronic 
vouchers to 200 households in the Gaza Strip, directly 
impacting around 1,000 individuals. These vouchers will 
empower recipients to buy crucial food items from selected 
stores like rice, flour, oil, vegetables, milk, eggs, and more. In 
a significant step beyond immediate aid, HCI is also offering 
skills training to 150 beneficiaries, constituting 75% of the 
households receiving voucher-based food assistance. This 
leaves the remaining 25% — predominantly elderly, disabled, 
and child-headed households — who will continue to receive 
this food assistance for 12 months instead of the initial eight. 
The training program is thoughtfully tailored: men will learn 
skills like smartphone repair, solar power systems, and CCTV 
installation, while women will engage in courses on tailoring, 
graphic design, e-commerce, and digital marketing, equipping 
them with tools for future resilience and independence.

Impact On Beneficiaries
Through electronic voucher distribution and skills training, 
HCI’s efforts in the Gaza Strip are set to make a significant 
positive difference. For 200 households, these vouchers will 
be a key to essential foods, safeguarding their food security 
and nutritional well-being. Meanwhile, households with elderly 
or disabled members or those led by children will benefit 
from 12 months of ongoing food support, bolstering their 
food stability. The skills training, engaging 150 beneficiaries, 
will open doors to new opportunities in smartphone repair, 
solar power installation, tailoring, graphic design, and digital 
marketing. This could lead to newfound sources of income 
and self-reliance. The gender-specific nature of the training 
ensures inclusivity and promotes women’s involvement in 
diverse fields. Overall, HCI’s initiatives are a step towards 
enhancing well-being, food security, and economic conditions, 
paving the way for a resilient and sustainable future for those 
involved.

200
Families Benefitted

Food Vouchers
for nourishing meals.
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IMPROVING ACCESS 
TO HUMANITARIAN 
LIFE-SAVING WASH 
FACILITIES AND 
SERVICES WADI 
AL-HUMMUS – 
JERUSALEM 
RELIEF

Palestine, like its regional neighbours, 
is deeply impacted by water crises. 
Israel imposes numerous restrictions on 
water access, such as limiting the use of 
agricultural artesian wells and seldom 
approving licenses for new wells. 

In the uncommon instances where Palestinians are permitted 
to dig wells, they must adhere to a strict depth limit of no more 
than 140 metres. These constraints severely hinder families’ 
ability to readily access fresh, clean water.

HCI’s Intervention
In response to the acute water scarcity in Wadi AlHummus, 
Jerusalem, home to 15,000 people, HCI is constructing a 
rainwater collection well. Designed to hold at least 384 cubic 
cups, this well addresses a critical need in an area overlooked 
by the Israeli Water Authority and minimally served by the 
Palestinian Water Authority, with water provision only once or 
twice a month. This scarcity forces families to purchase water 
at high costs, with a tank holding three thousand litres priced 
around $100, a significant expense for the local community. 
HCI’s initiative is a vital step towards alleviating this burden.

$99,878
ONGOING
AMOUNT INVESTED

DURATIONWASH AND HYGIENE
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WATER TANK 
DISTRIBUTION 
PROJECT

The 2022 needs assessment in the Gaza Strip 
uncovered substantial barriers to accessing 
clean water. Merely 13% of households have 
access to piped water, which is frequently 
unsafe for consumption. 

Over 80% depend on expensive truck-delivered water, 
creating a significant financial burden. Consequently, almost 
85% of households adopt detrimental coping strategies, like 
acquiring water on credit, impacting nearly half of Gaza’s 
population. These insights underscore the pressing necessity 
for enhanced water infrastructure and providing cost-
effective, clean water sources in Gaza.

HCI’s Intervention
HCI is set to launch a comprehensive intervention targeting 
water and sanitation needs. This plan includes providing 500 
families, roughly 2500 people, with 300-litre water tanks to 
secure their access to clean drinking water. In tandem, the 
project will revitalize five water points in Khan Younis to 
boost their efficiency. Alongside these tangible aids, HCI will 
conduct sanitation awareness sessions, disseminating crucial 
knowledge and practices to elevate hygiene and overall 
health within the community.

Impact on beneficiaries
HCI’s dynamic intervention is set to uplift the lives of 
communities lacking clean water access significantly. By 
supplying water tanks, HCI is providing households with 
a dependable source of clean drinking water, directly 
addressing water-related issues. Refurbishing water points 
in Khan Younis will expand community access to safe water. 
Moreover, the sanitation awareness sessions will equip 
the community with crucial knowledge and practices, thus 
improving overall hygiene and health. This holistic approach 
meets immediate water and sanitation needs and cultivates a 
more robust and healthier community for the future.

$110,735
ONGOING
AMOUNT INVESTED

DURATION WATER WELLS 
FOR GAZA

For families in Gaza, obtaining clean water 
is a significant challenge. A staggering 97% 
of the freshwater is unfit for human use, 
gravely affecting the health of Palestinian 
families in the region. 

Economic hardships further compound this issue as families 
struggle to afford clean water. The psychological distress 
faced by children and impoverished families stemming 
from the absence of healthy drinking water is profound and 
permeates every aspect of their lives.

HCI’s Intervention
HCI has significantly impacted Al Mosadar village, Gaza, by 
constructing a well that serves 5,000 people. By integrating a 
desalination unit with the well, HCI has effectively delivered a 
sustainable answer to the community’s pressing water needs, 
ensuring a reliable source of clean water.

Impact on beneficiaries
HCI’s initiative in Al Mosadar village, involving creating a water 
well and a desalination unit, has significantly benefited the 
community. This intervention has met their water requirements, 
enhanced the availability and quality of water, and positively 
influenced their health and socio-economic progress. The 
availability of a stable water source and safe drinking water 
has improved the community’s well-being and reduced the 
prevalence of water-related illnesses. Furthermore, this 
project has bolstered economic activities and empowered 
the community to manage and sustain their water resources 
effectively. HCI’s efforts have created a lasting impact in Al 
Mosadar village, nurturing resilience, empowerment, and an 
enhanced quality of life for its people.

$50,000
JUNE 2020 - APRIL 2021
AMOUNT INVESTED

DURATION
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PROVISION OF DRINKING 
WATER TO 9 URWA SCHOOLS

As of 2018, the situation in Gaza has been 
markedly affected by electricity shortages 
and the ongoing blockade, leading to a 
reduced capacity for desalination and, 
consequently, diminished access to clean 
water. Desalination, crucial for converting 
Mediterranean seawater into potable water, 
has been impacted. Additionally, repair 
efforts for water infrastructure are facing 
delays. 

This situation is exacerbated by the fact that many essential 
water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) items are classified 
under the Israeli dual-use list, meaning their entry into Gaza 
is restricted and only allowed in select cases. The scarcity of 
adequate water for drinking, household use, and livestock is 
adversely influencing the overall resilience of the Palestinian 
people.

HCI’s intervention
HHCI undertook a valuable project by installing six solar-
powered water desalination units (DES) in UNRWA schools, 
guaranteeing safe drinking water for the students. These DES 
units, operational regularly and during emergencies, provided 
a steady and dependable water source. This initiative has 
been a boon for an estimated 12,000 students, markedly 
enhancing their access to clean drinking water and positively 
affecting their health, well-being, and overall educational 
experience.

$125,758
JUNE 2020 - APRIL 2021
AMOUNT INVESTED

DURATION

Impact on beneficiaries
The introduction of six solar-based water desalination units 
(DES) in UNRWA schools has significantly transformed the 
educational landscape for students. These units ensure 
continuous access to safe drinking water, greatly enhancing 
health and well-being and reducing the incidence of water-
borne diseases. Even in emergencies, the assurance of a 
constant water supply fosters a sense of security and stability 
within the school environment. This improvement has led to 
better attendance and academic performance, as students are 
healthier and less prone to absenteeism due to water-related 
health issues. Clean water availability supports their physical 
and cognitive development and enhances their overall well-
being. Moreover, this initiative underscores sustainability by 
harnessing renewable solar energy, simultaneously instilling 
environmental awareness among the students. HCI’s actions 
have thus shaped a nurturing and empowering educational 
setting, fostering students’ academic and personal growth.

6
Solar powered water desalination units (DES)

Water source
enhancing their access to clean drinking water 
and positively affecting their health, well-being, 
and overall educational experienceh.

12,000
Students benefitted
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EDUCATION & REHABILITATION 
IS PROVIDED TO CHILDREN 
WITH VISUALLY IMPAIRMENTS 
IN GAZA STRIP
In Gaza, nearly 2 million inhabitants, including a substantial 
refugee contingent that constitutes over 70% of the population, 
endure relentless adversities. They face a spectrum of violence 
and constraining measures, leading to a distressing downturn in 
social and economic prospects. The population grapples with 
high unemployment, deteriorating mental and physical health, 
falling living standards, and limited educational opportunities, 
all contributing to profound hardship for the civilian populace 
trapped in the Gaza Strip. Among the most affected are children 
living with disabilities, who represent one of the most vulnerable 
segments in Gaza, struggling with a shortage of services and 
opportunities essential for their development and support.

HCI’s Intervention
HCI has launched a pivotal educational program at UNRWA’s 
RCVI (Rehabilitation Center for the Visually Impaired) in Gaza, 
specifically designed to aid visually impaired students. This 
initiative involved procuring highly specialized Braille typewriters 
and paper, equipping students with the means to learn reading 
and writing through Braille. Additionally, HCI has revamped 
and enhanced the RCVI facilities to establish a secure and 
conducive learning environment for about 530 students. This 
comprehensive support aims to empower these children from 
kindergarten to the end of their schooling, providing them with 
the essential tools and resources they need to learn, develop, 
and succeed.

Impact On Beneficiaries
HCI’s educational initiative in Gaza, encompassing the distribution of 
Braille typewriters and paper, along with the modernization of the RCVI 
facility, is set to uplift visually impaired students significantly. The program 
dramatically enhances educational access by furnishing specialized 
tools for learning Braille and fostering a safe, supportive learning 
environment. This initiative boosts learning opportunities, cultivates 
independence and empowerment, and broadens their academic 
horizons. Furthermore, it champions social inclusion, challenging and 
dismantling the barriers and stigmas often linked to visual impairment. 
Overall, HCI’s commitment to this program is poised to remarkably 
transform the lives of these students, enabling them to flourish both 
academically and personally.

$148,905
DEC 2022 - DEC 2023
AMOUNT INVESTED

DURATIONEDUCATION AND LEARNING
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According to the 2022 Humanitarian Needs 
Overview for the oPT, an estimated 600,000 
Palestinian children, with girls making 
up 56% of this number, are in dire need of 
humanitarian assistance to continue their 
education. Within this group, there are about 
13,400 Children with Disabilities (CWDs), 
with a significant 74% of them residing in 
the Gaza Strip. 

The barriers to educational access for these children are 
numerous and complex. They face challenges like attacks on 
educational facilities, a lack of mental health and psychosocial 
support (MHPSS), insufficiently safe school infrastructure, an 
absence of child protection services, and pervasive poverty. 
These multifaceted issues undermine the quality of education, 
raise serious protection concerns, and increase the likelihood 
of early school dropout among these vulnerable children.

HCI’s Intervention
HCI’s child sponsorship program is a crucial initiative aimed 
at supporting 115 of the most vulnerable children in Gaza, 
ensuring they can continue their education without the threat 
of dropping out. This project goes beyond academic support, 
focusing on the comprehensive development of the children, 
including their psychosocial and emotional well-being, 
life skills, and foundational personal values. The program 
employs specialist consultants and facilitators to lead the 
children through a tailored learning process to achieve 
these goals. This approach is designed to impart essential 
knowledge, skills, values, and attitudes, fostering a robust 
self-identity, effective emotional management, and achieving 
personal and collective objectives. Additionally, the program 
encompasses annual medical check-ups for the sponsored 
children, underscoring the commitment to their overall health 
and well-being.

$1,049,106
JAN 2023 - DEC 2027
AMOUNT INVESTED

DURATIONCHILD SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM
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